PATRIOT NEWS

JANUARY
HIGHLIGHTS:
January 12
End of Term 2
Early Out
January 15
Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day
No School
January 16
First Day of Term 3
January 17-24
Class spelling Bees
(3rd-6th grade)
January 26
School Spelling Bee
@1:00 PM
rd
(3 -6th grade)
January 31February 1
-Parent/Teacher
Conferences
-Early Out
February 2
Comp Day
No School

calendar of events

January 10, 2018

A NOTE FROM MS. PILKINGTON:
Hello WPA Families,
Just before the holiday break I was delighted to find my inbox
bombarded with student e-mails from our fifth-grade students trying
to persuade me to let them watch a movie before the break. I place a
high value on protected instruction time and really struggle to justify
ninety minutes or more for something as unengaging as movie
watching. Despite my opposing stance on the topic, I loved seeing
students write on a subject they cared about. I relished their
arguments and enjoyed writing back to them in the same format to
justify my stance on protected instructional time. Watching students
engage in authentic use of writing as a tool to meet their needs is one
of my favorite facets of working in education. Authentic writing is also
a fun and easy way to extend learning beyond the classroom. If you
are looking for ideas on how to bring authentic writing into your home
I have complied a list of ideas to get you started.
Compose a friendly letter to the author. This process allows students
to explore reading and writing for different purposes and audiences.
Receiving a response can be an added bonus as well.
Encourage frequent use of journals and other writing materials to
express ideas, document experiences and develop fine motor skills.
After a fun vacation or family outing make journaling/reflection time a
family activity and allow students to read their passage out loud after.

Continued…

Newsletter or zines are a fabulous way to highlight a topic of interest that your kids really love. You could even
start a family Zine or newsletter to replace the year-end family letter often sent around the holidays. The
newsletter or zine could feature articles, drawings, poetry, photographs, and anything else that interests them. If
you’re not familiar with zines (short for “fanzine” or “magazine”), here’s a great resource that talks all about zine
making for kids.
Blogging and Podcasting Your child could start a podcast or blog about an area of particular interest to them, or
they might just do it about a variety of topics. Here are a few more ideas for helping children start a blog, which
includes safe places for them to blog and things you might consider when they’re starting.
Review A Book. Has your child recently read a book they loved? Or hated? Have them write a review for Amazon
or log their reading history on Good Reads and start recording their own reviews there.
Persuasive Writing is highly motivating for students and a fun way to get them into research. If your child has
been asking for a new pet, wants to help plan the next family vacation, or disagrees with a family rule why not
open the option to write a persuasive essay explaining their point of view?
Not inspired yet? You can find even more ideas here.
Work hard, be kind, and have fun writing,
Ms. Pilkington

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
A Warm Winter for Everyone
Dear parents,
It is getting colder outside and lots of people don't have clothes to keep them warm. If you have any
extra winter clothes, (items shown below) DO NOT THROW THEM AWAY. Bring them to us, and we will find a
great home for them. We would like to donate the following to the Salt Lake Road Home:
· Coats
· Gloves
· Mittens
· Scarves
· Winter hats
· Winter boots
· Warm clothes
· Blankets
· Ear muffs
· Warm socks
· Jackets
· Anything else that will keep someone warm
« These items can be old or new. Just as long as they are useable and not too worn down.
« Make sure before you donate, you know you are willing to let it go!
« Do not feel pressured to bring these things. Only bring if you have extras!
In the front entrance, there will be a bin where you can donate the items above. Your donations can help cold
children be happy this winter! We will be starting donations after winter break.
Thank you!
-Keely, Brynne, and Aleah (6th Grade)

Announcing: PTO- President
Elect!!!

Becky Akerlow!!!

Thank you to all who voted! We really appreciate you
taking the time to make your voice heard!

Volunteer Spotlight
Becky Akerlow
Favorite Candy: Hot Tamales
Favorite Thing to Do: Cook
Favorite Way to Relax: Lifting Weights
Favorite Author: J.K. Rowling
Favorite Book: Tikki Tikki Tembo
How Many Kids: 4 (Luke-7th grade,
th
Emily-4 grade, Sam-Kinder, Eliza- Preschool)

Why does she serve?
She serves because kids do better when their parents are involved and they see their parents involved in
their school.
Favorite Part of Serving:
“I loved being a Class Captain and getting to know the teacher and knowing what my kids were
experiencing each day.”
Contributions We are Grateful For:
Becky has been helping with fundraising this year, which we are so grateful for. She has been so willing
to fill in wherever was needed. But what we are most grateful for is her desire to serve as PTO President.
Becky is the new President-Elect and we would like to welcome her and thank her for stepping up and
going the extra mile once again!!! Thank you, Becky, for “joining the building”!!! We look forward to
seeing your future contributions!!! Yay for Becky!
Join the Building
VOLUNTEER

2018 theme is:

Wasatch Peak Academy
NIGHT OF THE ARTS Entry Form
Theme for 2018: “Finding the Extraordinary”
Student must complete the entire form. Student and parent must sign the back.
The bottom of this form may be used for more writing space.
Category
(Check One)

Grade Division: K
(Circle One)

1-2

3-4

5-6

_______Literature
_______Visual Arts
_______Photography
_______Musical Composition
_______Musical Performance
_______3-D Art
_______Choreography/Dance

Title of your entry:________________________________________________________
What inspired you to do this project?_________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Grade: _______________________
Phone:_______________________
E-Mail Address:__________________________
Student First Name:____________________
Student Last Name: ______________________________
I affirm that this is my original work, created for Wasatch Peak Academy’s Night of the Arts 2016

_______________________________
Student’s signature

____________________________________
Parent’s/guardian’s signature

Only $15.00
Make checks payable to WPA PTO

Questions? Contact Jill Clifford 801-520-7250

Parent Name ____________________________ Check amount _________ Check number ______
Student Name(s) ________________________________________________ Grade(s) _____________

